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Introduction

1. The system of governance in rural areas is known as the Panchayati Raj. This system consists of
three levels of government – gram panchayat , panchayat samiti or janpad panchayat , and district
panchayat or zila parishad.

2. The gram panchayat works at the grass - roots level or village level. The panchayat samiti works at
the block level. The zila parishad works at the district level.

3. A gram sabha consists of all the men and women of eighteen years of age or above who live in the
area covered by a panchayat.

4. The gram panchayat consists of the members elected by the gram sabha.

5. The gram panchayat consists of the sarpanch, one - third seats are reserved for women and some
Others for the members of the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes.

6. The sarpanch presides over the meetings of the panchayat and gram sabha.

7. The panchayat secretary is appointed by the government.

8. The gram panchayat is responsible for implementing the development programmes in its village.

9. The gram panchayat gets money from the taxes, funds, fines, donations etc.

10. A nyaya panchayat is appointed by the village panchayat. It is responsible for providing justice at
the local level.
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Question and Answers

D.Answer the questions in brief.

Q 1. What is a gram sabha?

Ans: A gram sabha consists of all the men and women of eighteen years of age or above who live in the
area covered by a panchayat.

Q 2. Name the three tiers of the Panchayati Raj ?

Ans: The Panchayati Raj consists of three levels of government – gram panchayat , panchayat samiti or
janpad panchayat , and district panchayat or zila parishad.

Q 3. Who is a panchayat secratary?

Ans:i. The panchayat secretary is appointed by the government.
ii. He or she is responsible to call meetings of the gram sabha and panchayat, record the proceedings

of the meetings , record the development activities performed by the panchayat , prepare a budget,
and advise the villagers on matters of health, education, farming etc.

Q4. Who is a sarpanch ?

Ans: The sarpanch presides over the meetings of the panchayat and gram sabha.

Q 5. What is nyaya panchayat ?

Ans: i. The nyaya panchayat is appointed by the village panchayat.
ii. It is responsible for providing justice at the local level. However, it can hear only minor cases such

as those of thefts and trespassing. Also, it is only authorised to impose fines and not send anyone
to poison.
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E. Answer the questions in detail.

Q 1. Explain the importance of the gram sabha in the Panchayati Raj.

Ans : The importance of gram sabha in the Panchayati Raj is as follows:
i. Elect the members of the gram panchayat,
ii. Discuss the important problems and needs of the village,
iii. Approve the development plans and solutions to the problems put forth by the gram panchayat,
iv. Monitor the activities of the gram panchayat and prevents it from misusing its power and money,
v. Form committees, such as the construction committee, to carry out certain tasks in collaboration

with the members of the panchayat.

Q 2. List the sources of income for the gram panchayat.

Ans: The gram panchayat gets money from the following sources to discharge the functions allotted to it—
i. Tax imposed on houses, shops and land
ii. Funds granted by the government schemes and received from panchayat samiti and zila parishad
iii. Fines collected from the people
iv. Donations received for the welfare of the community

Q 3. Enumerate the functions of the gram panchayat.

Ans: These are the functions of the gram panchayat:
i. Construction and maintenance of public facilities such as roads and street lights,
ii. Provision of education and healthcare facilities by setting up schools and dispensaries,
iii. Construction and maintenance of water sources such as village wells and hand-pumps,
iv. Collection of taxes imposed on houses, shops, and land,
v. Maintenance of records of births and deaths,
vi. Implementation of employment generating schemes of the government
vii. Maintenance of cleanliness and hygiene in the village.
viii.Prevention of practices such as caste- based and gender based discrimination to ensure social

justice in the village.

Q 4. Over the years, the panchayati Raj has strengthened the democratic spirit in India. With reference to
this statement, explain the importance of the local self - government.

Ans: Over the years, the Panchayati Raj has strengthened the democratic spirit in India. In the following ways:-
i. It has been successful in promoting people’s participation at the local level. It has reduced the burden of

central and state governments.
ii.Also, it has helped people gain knowledge and experience in resolving their local problems on their own in an

affordable and efficient manner.
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